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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

December 22, 1997
RECEIVED

DEC 221997
FfDERAL~TIONS

OFFIcE Of THESECREr~

Re: Ex Parte Presentation in CC Docket No. 96-45; Clarification of the
Report and Order on Universal Service

Dear Ms. Salas:

On December 22, 1997, the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities C'HACU") sent
the enclosed letters via facsimile to each ofthe Commissioners with respect to the September 2, 1997
"Petition for Clarification of the Education Parties" of the Report and Order in the referenced docket.
Please associate these letters with the record in this proceeding.

Should any questions arise concerning this matter, kindly contact the undersigned.

Very truly~yours"l ,.' //,' '1(.,) j/ "J
, " I

/ ./ / " I1!"7{t/L / ).~~
Kenneth D. Salomon

Enclosures
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Hispanic AssochUion
of Coneges and Universities

December 19, 1997

The Hon. WilJiam E. Kennard
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Reconsideration ofUniversal Service Rules

Dear Commissioner Kennard:

Fas: 102-418-1801
Pales: 1

The Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HAeU) represents 160 Hispanic-Serving
Institutions (HSls) throughout the United States mainland and Pucrto Rico. Under the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended, HSIs have a Hispanic enrollment of25% or more at either
the undergraduate or graduate level. HSII span the rinse ofhiSher education, from large state
universities, such as the Univcrsity ofNew Mexico and the University ofPuerto Rico, to thinly
funded non-profit private institutions. HACU's members serve two-thirds of all Hispanics seeking
a college education.

With this background, I write in strona support for the petition for clarification filed last
September by the American Council on Education, the National Association of State Universities
and Land Grant Colleges, the American Association ofCommunity CoUeges, and others in the
FCC's universal service proceeding. These national organizations requested that the FCC clarify
that their provision of telecommunications serviccs to members of their campus communities,
such as phone service for students in their dormitory room., does not require them to make
contributions to the universal service fund. I urgently request that you work to see that the FCC
grants the education parties' petition.

I understand that the previous Commission had intended to grant the education parties' petition,
that three ofthe four then sitting Commissioners had voted for the item, but that aotion on
circulation was not completed before you and your col1eagues took office. I understand also that a
draft order on reconsideration of the May 8, 1997 universal service order has been circulated to
the Commissioners. and that the draft either fails to address the educational parties' position or
rejects the petition.

Failure ofthe FCC to grant the education parties' petition will harm HSIs and their students by
driving up the cost of attendance for our students. many ofwhom are from low income families,
and are the first in their families to attend a college or university. Increasing the cost ofattendance
at higher education institutions can not have been an intended result ofCongress or the FCC. This
is panicularly a concern when the CongressionaJ1y-mandated Commission of Cost Containment is
developing recommendations for ways to control the escalating cost of attaining a coUege
education.

r:. Narional Headqua,ler!;'

4204 Gardendale SI., Suile 2\6
San Anlon,o, TX 78229

L, wOlln"'Qlol\. P.c., OffiCQ

On8 Dupont Cirelli, NW. Suito 230

washington, DC 20036
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Letter - Reconsideration of Univenal Service Rule.
December 19, 1997

Page 2

FCC rejection of the education panics' request is particularly unfair when the May 8, \997
universal service order exempted certain commercial providers oftclecommunications service for
a fee to the general public from the obliaation to make universal service contributions, I am hard
pressed to understand how the FCC nevertheless would impose a contribution obligation on
colleges and universities while exempting DBS providers, video dial tone providers and others. It
certainly is at least equally in the public interest to exempt higher educational institutions.

ARF/df
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L ...~•• Hispanic Association
IIf'IIiiiII 0' Colleges and Universities

December \9, \997

The Hon. Harold W. Furchtgott-Roth
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Reconsideration ofUniversal Service Rule.

Dear Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth:

Fll: 102-418-1801
Pages: 1

The Hispanic Association ofColleges and Universities (HAeU) represents 160 Hispanic-Serving
Institutions (HSls) throughout the United Statea mainland and Puerto Rico. Under the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended, HSIs have a Hispanic enroUment of25% or more at either
the undergraduate or graduate level. HSIa span the range ofhisher education, from large state
universities, such as the University ofNew Mexico and the University ofPuerto Rico, to thinly
funded non-profit private institutions. HACU's members serve two-thirds ofall Hispanics seeking
a coUege education.

With this background, I write in strong support for the petition for clarification filed last
September by the American Council on Education. the National Association of State Universities
and Land Grant Colleges, the American Association ofCommunity Colleges, and others in the
FCC's universal service proceeding. These national organizations requested that the FCC clarify
that their provision of telecommunications services to members oftheir campus communities,
such as phone service for students in their donnitory rooms, does not require them to make
contributions to the universal service fund. I urgently request that you work to see that the FCC
grants the education parties' petition.

I understand that the previous Commission had intended to srant the education parties' petition,
that three ofthe four then sitting Commisaioners had voted for the item, but that action on
circulation was not completed before you and your colleagues took office. I understand also that a
draft order on reconsideration of the May 8. 1997 universal service order has been circulated to
the Commissioners, and that the draft either fails to address the educational parties' position or
rejects the petition.

Failure oflhe FCC 10 grant the education parties' petition win harm HSIs and their students by
driving up the cost ofattendance for our students, many ofwhom are from low income families,
and are the first in their families to attend a college or university. Increasing the cost of attendance
at higher education institutions can not have been an intended result of Congress or the FCC. This
is particularly a concern when the Congrelsionally-mandated Commission ofCost Containment is
developing recommendations for ways to control the escalating cost of attaining a college
education.

Li NalicTla' Headquartera:
4204 Garaendale 51., Suile 216
San AntoniO, TX 78229
12101692·3805

r-; WillIl'linglnn. 0 C., Olflce

One Dupont Circle, NW. Suir9 230

Washington, DC 20036

(202)833·8361



12/19/97 17:42 H.A.C.U. ~ 202 776 2222 NO.795 P005/011

Letter· Rec:onsideration of Univenal Service Rules
December 19, 1997

Pace 1

FCC rejection of the education panics' request is panicularly unfair when the May 8, 1997
universal service order exempted certain commercial providers of telecommunications seTVice for
a fee to the general public from the obligation to make universal service contributions. I am hard
pressed to understand how the FCC nevertheless would impose a contribution obligation on
coneges and universities while exemptina D8S providers, video dial tone providers and others. It
cenainly is at least equally in the public interest to exempt higher educational institutions.

ARF/df
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Hispanic Association
of Colleges and Universities

December 19, 1997

The Hon. Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street. NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Reconsideration ofUniversal Service Rules

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Fal.: 201-418-2811
Paces: 2

The Hispanic Assooiation of Colleges and Universities (HACU) represents 160 Hispanic-Serving
Institutions (HSls) throughout the United States mainland and Puerto Rico. Under the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amendcd, HSIs have a Hispanic enrollmcnt of25% or more at cither
the undergraduate or graduate level. HSI. span the range ofhigher education, from large state
universities, such as the University ofNcw Mexico and the University ofPuerto Rico, to thinly
funded non-profit private institutions. HACU's members sorve two-thirds ofall Hispanics seeking
a college education.

With this baokground, I write in strong support for the petition for clarification filed last
September by the American Council on Education, the National Association of State Universities
and Land Grant Colleges, the American Association ofCommunity Colleges, and others in the
FCC's universal service proceeding. These national organizations requested that the FCC clarify
that their provision of telecommunicationslervicc& to members of their campus communities,
such as phone service for students in their donnitory rooms, does not require them to make
contributions to the universal service fund. I urgently request that you work to see that the FCC
grants the education parties' petition.

I understand that the previous Commission had intended to grant the education parties' petition,
that three of the four then sitting Commissioners had voted for the item. but that action on
circulation was not completed before you and your colloagues took office. 1understand also that a
draft order on reconsideration of the May 8. 1997 universal service order has been circulated to
the Commissioners, and that the draft either fails to address the educational parties' position or
rejects the petition.

Failure of the FCC to grant the education parties' petition will harm HSIs and their students by
driving up the cost ofattendance for our students) many ofwhorn are from low income families,
and are the first in their families to attend a college or university. Increasing thc cost of attendance
at higher education institutions can not have been an intended result ofCongresa or the FCC. This
is particularly a concern when the Congressionally-mandated Commission of Cost Containment is
developing recommendations for ways to control the escalating cost ofattaining 8 college
education.

Cl Nallunill HeadQuarters:
4204\ Gardendale SI. Sui19 2'6
S.n Anlonio, TX 78229

G W881'11f1Qlon. D.C. Dttice

One Duponl Circle, NW, Suil& 230
Waatlinorof\.OC 20036
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Letter - Reconsideration orUnivenal Service Rules
December 19, 1997

Page 2

FCC rejection of the education parties' request is particuJarly unfair when the May 81 1997
universal selVice order exempted certain commerciaJ providers of telecommunications selVice for
a fee to the general public from the obligation to make universal service contributions. I am hard
pressed to understand how the FCC nevertheless would impose a contribution obligation on
colleges and universities while exempting DBS providers, video dial tone providers and others. It
certainly is at Jeast cquaUy in the public interest to exempt higher educational institutions.

ARF/df
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Hispanic Association
01 Colleges and Universities

December 19, 1997

The Hon. Michael K. Powell
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Reconsideration ofUniversal Service Rules

Dear Commissioner Powell:

Fax: 202·418-2820
Pages; 1

The Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) represents 160 Hispanic-Serving
Institutions (HSIs) throughout the United Statca mainland and Puerto !lieo. Under the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended, HSII have a Hilpuic enrollment of25% or more at either
the undergraduate or graduate level. HSlI span the range ofhigher education, from large state
universities, such as the University ofNew Mexico and the University ofPuerto Rico, to thinly
funded non-profit private institutions. HACU's members serve two-thirds of aU Hispanics seeking
a coUege education.

With this background, I write in strong support for the petition for clarification filed last
September by the American Council on Education, the National Association of State Universities
and Land Grant Colleges, the American Association of Community Colleges, and others in the
FCC's universal service proceeding. Theao national organizations requested that the FCC clarify
that their provision of telecommunication. service. to members oftheir campus communities,
such as phone service for students in their dormitory room" docs not require them to make
contributions to the universal service fund, I urgently request that you work to see that the FCC
grants the education parties' petition.

] understand that the previous Commission had intended to grant the education parties' petition,
that three of the four then sitting Commissioners had voted for the item, but that action on
oirculation was not completed before you and your colleagues took office. I understand also that a
draft order on reconsideration ofthe M,y 8, 1997 universal service order has been circulated to
the Commissioners, and that the draft cither fails to address the educational parties' position or
rejects the petition.

Failure ofthe FCC to grant the education parties' petition will harm HSIs and their students by
driving up the cost of attendance for our students, many ofwhom are from low income families,
and are the first in their families to attend a college or university. Increasing the cost of anendance
at higher education institutions can not have been an intended result ofCongress or the FCC. This
is particularly a concern when the Congrcslionally-mandated Commission of Cost Containment is
developing recommendations for ways to control the escalating cost of attaining a coUege
education.

r; National l1eadolJsrleTS'

.20.. Gardendale 51., SUlle 216
San Anlonio, TX 76229

CI 1III"lIh,ns,on, D.C., pll.co

One Duponl CI(Cle, NW, Suitt! 230

Washington, DC 20036
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Letter .. Reconsideration of Univenal Service Rules
December 19, 1997

Page 2

FCC rejection of the education parties' request is particularly unfair when the May 8, 1997
universal service order exempted certain commercial providers of telecommunications service for
a fee to the general pUblic from the obligation to make universal service contributions. I am hard
pressed to understand how the FCC nevertholess would impose a contribution obligation on
colleges and universities while exempting DBS provider~ video dial tone providers and others. It
certainly is at least equally in the public interest to exempt higher eduoational institutions.

ARF/df
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Hispanic Association
ot Colleges and Universities

December 19. 1997

The Han. Gloria Tristani
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Reconsideration ofUniversal Service Rules

Dear Commissioner Tristani:

FII: 102-418-7541
'alcs: 2

The Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) represents 160 Hispanic-Serving
Institutions (HSIs) throughout the United States mainland and Puerto Rico. Under the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended. HSIs have a Hispanic enrollment of25% or more at either
the undergraduate or graduate level. HSls span the range ofhigher education, from large state
universities, such as the University ofNew Mexico and the University ofPuerto Rico. to thinly
funded non-profit private institutions. HACU's members serve two-thirds of all Hispanics seeking
a college education.

With this background, I write in strong support for the petition for clarification filed last
September by the American Council on Education, the National Association of State Universities
and Land Grant Colleges, the American Association of Community Colleges. and others in the
FCC's universal service proceeding. These national organizations requested that the FCC clarify
that their provision oftelecommunications $ervices to members of their campus communities,
such as phone service for students in their donnitory rooms., does not require them to make
contributions to the universal service fund. 1urgently request that you work to see that the FCC
grants the education parties' petition.

I understand that the previous Commission had intended to grant the education parties' petition,
that three of the four then sitting Commissioners had voted for the item, but that action on
circulation was not completed before you and your colleagues took office. I understand also that a
draft order on reconsideration of the May 8. 1997 universal service order has been circulated to
the Commissioners, and that the draft either fails to address the educational parties' position or
rejects the petition.

Failure of the FCC to grant the education parties' petition win harm HSIs and their students by
driving up the cost ofattendance for our students. many of whom are from low income families,
and are the first in their families to anend a coUege or university. Increasing the cost of llttendance
at higher education institutions can not have been an intended result ofCongress or the FCC. This
is particUlarly a concern when the CongressionaJJy-mandated Commission or Cost Containment is
developing recommendations for ways to control the escalating cost ofattaining a col1ege
education.

o Nillional Hltadquar1er1;:
4204 Gardendale SI., Suile 216

San Antonio, TX 78229

I; W:lllt'lIl'lOlnn. 0 C., Ollice

One Duponl CirCle, NIN. SlJile 23Q
Walhinglon. DC 20036
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Letter - Reconsideration ofUnivenal Service Rules
December 19. 1997

'aiel

FCC rejection of the education parties' request is particularly unfair when the May 8, 1997
universal service order exempted cenain commercial providers of telecommunications acmce for
a fee to the general public from the obligation to make universal service contributions. I am hard
pressed to understand how the FCC nevertheless would impose a contribution obligation on
colleges and universities while exemptina DBS providers. video dial tone providers and others. It
certainly is at least equally in the public interest to exempt higher educational institutions.

'(

nio R. Flores
President

ARF/df


